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Food for Thought









Top Ten Chicken Producing States

• Georgia – 1,313,500
• Arkansas –1,043,500
• Alabama – 1,033,400
• Mississippi –807,800
• North Carolina – 766,500
• Texas – 653,500
• Kentucky – 309,900
• Maryland – 300,500
• Delaware – 235,000
• South Carolina – 241,000

Top Ten Egg Producing States

• Iowa – 53,044,000

• Ohio –27,869,000

• Indiana – 26,491,000

• Pennsylvania – 24,244,000

• California –16,261,000

• Texas – 14,786,000

• Michigan – 12,646,000

• Minnesota – 9,982,000

• Nebraska – 9,318,000

• Georgia – 9,210,000



Vast Data, But . . . 

Which of these came first?

A question still remains . . .



EPA Facts and Figures
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Impacts
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757,000 jobs

$36.6 billion in 
wages

$6.7 billion in 
tax revenues



Recycling and reuse activities in the United States accounted for (2007 data):

• 757,000 jobs (1.57 jobs for every 1,000 tons of materials recycled);
• $36.6 billion in wages; and

• $6.7 billion in tax revenues.



Recycling Economics

136 million tons landfilled

• 31% recyclable materials 
with commodity value of 
$8.9 billion

• Total tipping fee = $6.7 
billion

Total economic opportunity 

• $15.6 billion



Environmental Impacts by Management Practice
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Comparing GHG Emissions by Management Practice 

Mixed Paper (general) Mixed Plastics Mixed Metals Mixed Recyclables Mixed Organics Mixed MSW



Economy-wide impacts of landfill diversion practices
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SMM Prioritization Tools

• The SMM Prioritization Tools will help users:
• Establish big picture priorities for environmental 

improvement
• Focus resources and action for greater holistic benefit
• Identify key stakeholders for collaboration

• Three tools:
• National Tool 
• State Tool 
• Organizational Tool

Org. Tool

State Tool

National Tool



Critical Issues
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Recycling in the News 



America Recycles – Measurement Workgroup Efforts

•Definition

•Recycling System Map

•Meters/Metrics

•Goals



Thank you! 

Please visit us:

epa.gov/smm

Twitter: @EPAland, #nowastedfood

Facebook: facebook.com/EPA
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