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Recycling is a loosely connected, 
highly dependent network
riddled with inefficiencies 

and issues.



•Complacency

•Confusion

•Contamination

•Cost

But like other states, it faces challenges including:



• It has reduced value of 
commodities for local 
governments.

• Processors are charging more.

Contamination has increased costs for 
local government programs.

About 10 local governments have expressed concerns 
about maintaining their recycling programs. One municipal 
program has closed.



• Technical assistance

• Working with processors

• Grant funding

• K-12 curriculum 

• Social media

• Workshops 

• RecycleMore/RecycleRightSC campaign





Local governments should return 
to the basics and not accept 
material it cannot market.



•Aluminum cans

•Steel cans

•Cardboard

•Plastic

•Glass















www.scdhec.gov/dontwastefoodsc



The campaign is designed to increase 
public awareness about the 
economic, environmental and social 
impacts of wasted food.



The campaign encourages consumers, 
restaurants, grocery stores, farms, schools, 
colleges/universities, non-profits – each of us –
to do their part. 

The goal of the campaign is to cut food 
waste in half by 2030.





















“Action” is an award-winning, 
interdisciplinary, activity-based curriculum 
supplement that provides an introduction to 
solid waste, recycling, composting and more 
to K-8 students.



• Developed by teachers and DHEC in conjunction 
with the S.C. Department of Education in 1993.

• Correlated to the South Carolina science 
standards and includes state-specific information 
when possible.



www.takeactionsc.org

www.scdhec.gov/recycle

http://www.takeactionsc.org/
http://www.scdhec.gov/recycle










• Experimental Forest 
and Oconee Power 
Plant Pre-Tours 

• Clemson University

• 97 Attendees










